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Maundy Thursday 
 
 

 
   
 

  
The liturgy of Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the sacred 
three days of the celebration of the Passion and Death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It initiates a time of watching, waiting, and 
contemplating, as we enter into the commemoration of the 
mystery of our redemption.  The gift of love in the Sacrament of 
Christ's Body and Blood is the focus; the demonstration of self-
giving in the washing of feet is a fitting symbol; the watch through 
the night and the continuation of this liturgy in that of Good 
Friday is the timelessness of silence, the silence of God.   On this 
night we celebrate the Great Thanksgiving with the powerful 
knowledge that:  

 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, 
his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread... After supper he took the cup of wine.... 
Father, we now celebrate the memorial of our 
redemption. (BCP, 374) 
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Entrance Hymn: “One Bread, One Body” 
 

Refrain   One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  
   One cup of blessing which we bless.  
   And we, though many, throughout the earth,  
   we are one body in this one Lord.  
  

   Gentile or Jew, servant of free,  
   woman or man no more.   Refrain 
 

   Many the gifts, many the works,  
   one in the Lord of all.   Refrain 
 

   Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,  
   gathered to one for all.   Refrain 
 
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;  
People:  His mercy endures forever.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desire known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid, Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise: “Bless the Lord, my soul”                    
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We Proclaim the Word of God 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he 
suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood:  
Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.  

  
First Lesson                                       Exodus 12:1-14 
 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

Women: I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my 
supplication, because he has inclined his ear to me 
whenever I called upon him.  

Men:  How shall I repay the Lord, for all the good things he has 
done for me?   

Women: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the Name 
of the Lord.   

Men:  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people.   

Women: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
servants.  

Men:  O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant and the 
child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my 
bonds.  

Women: I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon 
the Name of the Lord. 

Men:  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people.  

Women: In the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem.   
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Second Lesson                                       1 Corinthians 11:23-36  
  
Scripture Hymn:    
 

 
 
Gospel                                             John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Meditation: The Lord is My Shepherd 

 

Narrator:  The Lord is my Shepherd. . .  

Jesus:   I am the good shepherd,  
And I know my sheep  
and my sheep know me;  
And I am willing to lay down my life for them.  

Narrator:  He makes me lie down in green pastures,  
He leads me to water where I may rest;  
He revives my spirit.  

(Basin and towel are placed centrally)  

Peter:   Jesus, never at any time are you going to wash my feet! 

Jesus:   Peter, if I don’t wash your feet, you will no longer be my 
disciple.  

 

Peter:    Then don’t just wash my feet Lord;  
Wash my head and hands as well.  

Narrator:  For his name’s sake,  
   He guides me in the right paths.  
 

(Candle is placed centrally)  

Jesus:   I am the way and the truth and the life:  
No one comes to the Father except by me.  

 

Narrator:  Even if I were to walk 
Through a valley of deepest darkness....  
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Voice:   Golgotha.  

Narrator:  Even if I were to walk through a valley....  

Voice:   Gethsemane.  

Narrator:  Even if I were to walk....  

Voice:   They stripped him  
And whipped him  
And spat on him 
And hit him over the head  
And led him out....  

Jesus:   I will fear no harm,  
For you are with me;  
Your staff and crook strengthen me.  

Narrator:   You spread a table before me  
In the presence of my enemies.  

(Bread and wine placed centrally)  

Narrator:  You spread a table before me  
In the presence of my enemies.  

Jesus:   One of you sitting here is going to betray me.  

Peter:   Lord, is it me?  

(Silence)  

Judas:   Lord, is it me?  

Jesus:   Do what you have to do, Judas.  
But do it quickly.  

Narrator:  You have richly bathed my head with oil.   

(Perfumed oil placed centrally by a woman)  

Judas:   It’s a waste! It could have been sold for a fortune, and the 
money given to the poor.  

 

Jesus:   You’ll always have the poor with you  
But you won’t always have me.  
What this woman has done  
Was to prepare me for my burial.  
Ahead of time.  
She has done something fine and beautiful.  
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Narrator:  You have richly bathed my head with oil  
And my cup runs over.  

Jesus:   Father, take this cup of suffering from me.  
It is possible for you to do that.  
Nevertheless, let it be not what I want,  
But what you want.  

Narrator:  Goodness and love unfailing....  
These will follow me all the days of my life.  

Peter:   Lord, where are you going?  

Jesus:   Where I am going you cannot, for now, come.  
But one day you will.  

Narrator:  And I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life.  

 

Jesus:  In my Father’s house are many rooms.  
I am going there to prepare a place for you.  
And if I go, I will come back  
And take you to myself,  
So that where I am, you may be also.  
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We Confess our Sins against God and Our Neighbor 

People:  Holy God, heavenly Father, you formed me from the dust in 
your image and likeness and redeemed me from sin and death 
by the cross of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through the water of 
baptism you clothed me with the shining garment of his 
righteousness and established me among your children in 
your kingdom.  But I have squandered the inheritance of your 
saints and have wandered far in a land that is waste.  

 
 
Especially, I confess.... 
 

(silence is kept to allow people to mention, in their hearts, 
their confession to God).... 

 

 Therefore, O Lord, from these and all other sins I cannot 
now remember, I turn to you in sorrow and repentance.  
Receive me again into the arms of your mercy and restore me 
to the blessed company of your faithful people; through him 
in whom you have redeemed the world, your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Choir Introit: “As in that upper room you left your seat” 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

We Remember that Christ Washed the Disciples Feet 
 

Celebrant: Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ:  On the night  
before his death, Jesus set an example for his disciples by 
washing their feet, an act of humble service.  He taught that 
strength and growth in the kingdom of God come not by 
power, authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service, 
and he commanded them to follow his example by washing 
one another's feet. 

 

Therefore I invite you the people of God who share in 
the royal priesthood of Christ to come forward, that we 
may follow the example of our Master, remembering the 
new commandment that he gave this night, "Love one 
another as I have loved you.  By this shall the world know 
that you are my disciples: That you love one another 

 

 
 
 
Hymns During Foot Washing  
  
Hymn # 602 – “Jesu, Jesu”      
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“Servant Song”  
 

       Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you  
       Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my ser—vant too.  
 

      We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road;  
      We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear--- the load.  
 

       I will hold the Christ light for you in the night time of your fear.  
       I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long--- to hear.  
 

       I will weep when you are weeping when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.  
       I will share your joy and sorrow ‘til we’ve seen this journey through.  
 

       When we sing to God in Heaven, We shall find such harmony,  
       Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and a—go—ny.  

 
        
“Will you come and follow me” 

 
Will you come and follow me, if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?  
Will you let my love be shown, Will you let my name be known,  
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?  
 

Will you leave yourself behind, if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind; and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?  
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?  
 

Will you let the blinded see, if I but call your name?  
Will you set the prisoner free and never be the same?  
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  
 

Will you love the “you’ you hide If I but call your name?  
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?  
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,  
Through my sight and touch and sound In you and you in me?  

 

 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call me name.  
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company, I’ll go where your love and footsteps show,  
Thus, I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  
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We Prepare the Lord’s Table 
 
Hymn – “As the deer longs”         Insert 

 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You create 
the fruit of the vine; and on this night you have refreshed us with the 
cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Glory to you 
for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You bring 
forth bread from the earth; and on this night you have given us the 
bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ.  As grain scattered 
upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in 
every place into the kingdom of your Son.  To you be glory and power 
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You have 
blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger.  Let this 
food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our 
Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his 
resurrection.  For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
now and for ever. Amen.   

 
 

We Give Thanks to God 
Eucharistic Prayer D                                                               p. 372 
 

We Share the Gifts of God 
All are invited to share in the mystery of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 
Hymn #335 – “I am the Bread of Life” 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving after Communion 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal Jesus gave 
his disciples a new commandment to love one another as he loved 
them.  Write this commandment in our hearts; give us the will to serve 
others as he was servant of all, who gave his life and dies for us, yet is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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  We Strip the Altar of God  
Leader:   My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

I have cried desperately for help,  
But still it does not come.  

All:   During the day, I call to you, O God,  
But you do not answer.  
I call at night, but get no rest.  

 

Leader:   Yet you are the one enthroned as the Holy One,  
You are the one whom Israel praises.  

All:   Our ancestors put their trust in you;  
They trusted you and you saved them.  

 

Leader:   They called to you and escaped from danger;  
They trusted you and were not disappointed.  

All:   But I am no longer a man:  I am a worm;  
I am despised and scorned by everyone.  

 

Leader:   All who see me, jeer at me;  
They stick out their tongues and shake their heads.  

All:   “You relied on the Lord, why doesn’t he save you?  
If the Lord likes you, why doesn’t he help you?”  

 

Leader:   It was you who brought me safely through birth, 
and when I was a baby you kept me safe.  

All:   I have relied on you since the day I was born, 
And you have always been my God.  

 

Leader:     Do not stay away from me! 
Trouble is near and there is no one to help.  

All:    Many enemies surround me like bulls,  
Like fierce bulls from the land of Bashan.  

 

Leader:   They open their mouths like lions,  
Roaring and tearing at me.  

All:   My strength is gone  
Like water spilt on the ground.  
My bones are out of joint,  
My heart is like melted wax.  

 

Leader:   My throat is dry as dust, my tongue sticks to my mouth,  
You have left me for dead in the dust.  

All:   A gang of evil men surrounds me.  
Like dogs, they close in on me,  
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Tearing my hands and feet. 
 
Leader:   O Lord, don’t stay away from me!  

Come quickly to my rescue.  
All:   Save me from the sword;    

Save my life from these dogs.  
 

Leader:   Rescue me from these lions.  
I am helpless before these wild bulls.  

All:   I will tell my people what you have done.  
I will praise you in the assembly.  

 

Leader:    Praise him, you descendants of Jacob! 
Worship him you people of Israel! 

All:   He does not neglect the poor:  
He answers when they call for help.  

 

Leader:   Future generations will serve him;  
And will speak of the Lord to those following them.  

All:   People not yet born will be told:  
“The Lord saves his people.”  

 

Leader:   I will strike the shepherd  
And the sheep will be scattered... 

 

We Keep Watch with Christ 
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Meditation 
 

Taize Chant – “Stay with Me” 
 

We leave in silence to keep watch with Christ. 
 

From Riteplanning.com. 
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Music Used by Permission. CCLI License  
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Disclosure  
Trinity Episcopal Church reserves the right to take photographs or 
video recordings at worship services or any other church-related 
activities in which individuals are not prominently featured and no 
identifying information is presented, and to use any of these photos or 
recordings for fellowship or promotional purposes in media such as, but 
not limited to, brochures, flyers the church website, online medial 
galleries, and social media sites, without seeking or requiring the 
consent of each person represented. In addition to any event or 
gathering taking place on church property, church-related activities also 
include gatherings at other locations such as parks, sporting events, 
mission sites, etc. Any individual who wishes for their photo not to be 
taken, please let the clergy, or the photographer know. When adult 
individuals or a small group of individuals are photographed, whether 
posed or candid, each person will be asked for either written or verbal 
consent before any use of the photographs is made. Verbal consent will 
be deemed sufficient to use an adult individual or small group photo that 
contains no identifying information. Written consent will be obtained 
for any photos that contain identifying information. When children 
under the age of 18 are photographed (except as part of a general group 
or crowd photo as outlined above), the consent of at least one parent will 
be obtained before their photo will be used in any way. In addition, the 
following guidelines will be enforced: Under no circumstances will any 
identifying information (first or last name, family members, email 
addresses, school names, etc.) of anyone under 18 years of age be 
included in or associated with any photographs or videos displayed, 
posted, or published in any way.                                                                                          

 Trinity Episcopal-Martinsburg, WV. 
 

For more community news go to www.trinitymartinsburg.org 
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This liturgy incorporates material from the following sources:  
The Book of Common Prayer , 1979 (New York: Church Publishing 
Incorporated, 1979) used by permission.  
 
Stages on the Way – Worship resources for Lent, Holy, Week, and Easter 
(Chicago, IL: GIA Publications, Inc.  - The Wild Goose Resource Group, 2000) 
used by permission.  
 
Songs and Prayers from Taize (Chicago, IL: GIA Publications, 1991) used by 
permission.  
 
Wonder, Love, and Praise  (New York: Church Publishing Inc., 1997) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


